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Cynoscephalae, in 197 b. c., of PMlip Y of
Maeedon. In 172 the Greeks united under
Perseus, the new king of Macedonia, and the
third Macedonian War followed, which was
ended by the decisive victory of the Romans
at Pydna (168). Twenty years later the
Achaean League attempted a revolt, and Ro-
man armies promptly marched into Greece,
put down the rising and converted Greece into
a Roman province (146 b. 0.). This same
year marks the close of the third Punic War
(149-146), which consisted merely in the
siege and heroic defense of Carthage. The
splendid city was destroyed, and Africa be-
came' a Roman province. In Spain an ob-
stinate war had been carried on by the Celti-
berians, but the country was finally subdued
in 133.
Decline of the Republic. The last century
of the Roman Republic was marked by in-
cessant civil dissensions. In spite of the
nominal equality in the civil and political
rights of the two orders, the government was
exclusively in the hands of the nobility, and
the Senate ruled with almost sovereign pow-
er. Attempts were made to better the con-
dition of the plebeians, but little was ac-
complished. From the death of the younger
Gracchus, in 121, a corrupt aristocratic gov-
ernment ruled. The honor of the Roman state
had sunk so low that when Jugurtha, king of
Numidia, revolted and usurped the neighbor-
ing territory, which was under the Roman
protectorate, the commissioners sent to inves-
tigate and the army dispatched to subdue
him were readily won over to his side by
bribes. At length, however, the war against
Jugurtha was taken up and brought to a suc-
cessful close by Caius Marius (106).
Rome was now threatened from the north
by two Germanic nations, the Cimbri and the
Teutones, and this danger also Marius
averted. In 91 b. c. began a fierce struggle
known as the Social War, in which the Latins
and the various Italian peoples contended for
the rights of Roman citizenship, which be-
longed only to the inhabitants of the capital
and of Roman colonies, Although generally
victorious, Rome wisely ended the strife by
granting the privileges demanded. In this
Social War, Marius and Sulla fought side
by side, but jealousy between them was con-
stantly growing, and when, in 88, Sulla was
chosen as a leader in the war against Mith-
ridates, king of Pontus, the result was civil
war. The war with Mithridates was a long
 and stubborn contest, but it was finally
brought to a close in 65 b. c. by the defeat
of Mithridates by Pompey. The Catiline
conspiracy, which broke out in Rome in 63
b. C., was put down only by the vigilance
and genius of Cicero.
For the next twenty years, the history of
Rome is the biography of the men who in 60
B. C. formed the famous first triumvirate—
Caesar, Pompey and Crassus. After the
death of Caesar, his assassins did not receive
the public approval which they had expected,
and the chief power of the state fell into the
hands of Mark Antony. After several years
of struggle, a second triumvirate was formed,
consisting of Octavius, Antony and Lepi-
dus. When his rivals were removed, Octa-
vius was able to establish under republican
forms an absolute and perfect monarchy. In
29 b. c. he received the supreme power for
life.
The Empire. During the first 200 years
of the Empire, the forms of constitutional
government were generally observed. The
oppression of occasional tyrants, as Tiberius
and Nero, affected chiefly the capital, the
provinces being usually unmolested and well
governed. Tiberius (14-37) first ruled with
wisdom and moderation, but afterward be-
came suspicious, cruel and tyrannical. Dur-
ing this reign occurred the preaching and
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Tiberius was
followed by three other emperors of the
Claudian house, Caligula (37-41), Claudius
(41-54) and Nero (54-68). One of the most
important events during this period was the
conquest of Britain, during the reign of
Claudius. Under Nero, occurred the burning
of Rome, which was followed by a cruel perse-
cution of the Christians.
After the three short reigns (68-69) of
Galba, Otho and Vitellius, the favorite com-
mander Vespasian (69-79) was chosen em-
peror. His reign and that of his son Titus
(79-81) were notably prosperous and free
from tyranny. It was during the reign of
Titus that the eruption of Vesuvius occurred,
by which Pompeii and Herculaneum were
destroyed. Diocletian (81-96), the last of
the twelve Caesars, was followed by the "five
good emperors," Nervay Trajan, Hadrian,
Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius, whose
reigns were happy and prosperous. Under
Trajan, the Roman Empire extended its
boundaries to the farthest limits attained in
its history. Hadrian, realizing that the Em-

